Words that Begin Subordinate (Dependent) Clauses
A subordinate (dependent) clause is a group of words with a subject and a verb, but it cannot stand alone as a complete sentence.  
A subordinate clause works in a sentence as an adverb, an adjective, or a noun.

adverb clause – always starts with a subordinating conjunction

subordinating conjunctions:
after


than


while


even though

although

though

how


provided that

as


unless


as if


in order that

because

until


as long as

lest

before

when


as much as

if


whenever

as soon as

since


where

as though

so that

whereas

even if

adjective clause – usually begins with a relative pronoun 

                                (the pronoun is the subject of the clause)

relative pronouns:

that


whoever



can also start with:

which


whomever




where
who


whose




when
whom



noun clause – is a subordinate clause used as a noun; can be a subject, direct 

                         object, predicate noun, or object of a preposition
how


where

however

which

that


whichever

what


who

whatever

whom

when


whoever
whose

whomever
why

Note:  words that are subordinating conjunctions can also be other parts of speech

adverb:  Jill came tumbling after.
preposition:  Jill came tumbling after Jack.

subordinating conjunction:  Jill came tumbling after Jack had fallen.
